course. Soon after, initiatives such as the IBSA Dialogue Forum, the autonomist and developmental diplomacy of the BRICS (with Russia and China forming a new Second World) and other variable geometry coalitions came into place. The Non-Aligned Movement continued existing (and growing) and the 60th anniversary of the Bandung Conference demonstrated the importance and continuity of the Third Worldism.
Hence the constant criticism of any reference to the movements linked to South-South Cooperation, the BRICS and the minimal questioning of international rules defined by the great powers of the North Atlantic. There is a crisis and globalization, in order to sustain itself as a system, needs to avoid any misconduct of other States, no matter how small. Politicians, military, diplomats, journalists and academics are confronted with this situation fostered by the "international community" (powers that speak on behalf of others).
Despite the denial of the importance of the regions that compose the Third World / Global South, what is observed in them is an increasingly fierce strategic dispute, which in a previous edition was called "Economic War". In Latin America the progressive regimes that emerged in this century are under strong pressure from powers and international organizations. Africa has become a playing field between governments and Euro-US companies on the one hand, and the Chinese and other members of the BRICS on the other. In the Middle East, the armed conflict reached the size of a general war, while in Asia an attempt to form political, military and economic blocs can be observed.
So, this issue of the Austral journal is dedicated to those regions, including an article by Professor Beatriz Bissio, which was one of the editors of the famous Third World Journal. It is very important for the new generations of internationalist scholars to be aware of concreteness, activities and complexities of Third World initiatives consecrated by the UN, such as the New International Economic Order and New World Information and Communication Order. ***
